WHAT IS ETS? 


CLAIM: A NONSMOKER'S EXPOSURE TO TOBACCO SMOKE IS CLEARLY 

"PASSIVE SMOKING." 


RESPONSES: 


The phrase "passive smoking" is a misnomer — and a rather 
misleading one at that. Antismokers must be using the 
phrase for political reasons, because it is certainly 
inappropriate from a scientific standpoint. The same is 
true for the phrase "involuntary smoking." A nonsmoker 
is not exposed to mainstream smoke, the smoke to which 
the smoker is exposed. The usage of such terms reveals 
the extent to which some members of the antismoking 
community are prepared to inject emotion into the 
scientific debate. 

The tobacco smoke to which the nonsmoker is exposed is 
both qualitatively and quantitatively different from 
mainstream smoke. It is a highly diluted, aged and 
chemically altered mixture of sidestream and exhaled 
mainstream smoke. This mixture changes as it ages and 
mixes with other substances present in room air.(1) 
Quantitatively, the constituent levels found in such 
tobacco smoke are diluted from 100 to 1000 times the 
levels in mainstream and sidestream smoke.(2) 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/nrwkOOOO 


2501356704 



There are obvious differences between active smoking and 
the nonsmoker's exposure to tobacco smoke. Recent studies 
have reported that a nonsrooker in a typical public place 
is exposed to the nicotine equivalent of 1/100 to 
1/1000 of a cigarette per hour.(3) 
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